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SUBJECT: PRI CLAIMING HIGH VOTER TURNOUT EOR JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO. 

REF: MEXICO 8598 

1 . PRI LEADERS ARE EXHUBERANTLY CLAIMING THAT PRI PRESI- 
DENTIAL CANDIDATE JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO HAS DEFEATED THE "PARTY 
OP ABSTENTIONISMO" IN ELECTIONS HELD HERE JULY 4. WITH 
APPROXIMATELY 70 PERCENT OP BALLOT BOXES IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
COUNTED, JLP IS WINNING 92 PERCENT, THE OTHER 8 PERCENT GOING TO 
"UNREGISTERED PARTIES" AND ANNULLED BALLOTS, WITHOUT SPECIPYING 
NUMBER RECEIVED BY UNREGISTERED CANDIDATES VALENTIN CAMPA 
(MEXICAN COMMUNIST PARTY) AND PABLO EMILIO MADERO(NATIONAL 
ACTION PARTY, PAN). MORE IMPORTANTLY, PRI SOURCES PROJECT 

THAT JLP WILL RECEIVE SOME 17 MILLION VOTES, OR 65.5 PERCENT OF 
ALL REGISTERED VOTERS(ECHEVERRIA RECEIVED 55 PERCENT IN 1970), 

AND THAT THE RATE OP PARTICIPATION WILL REACH 71 PERCENT OF ALL 
REGISTERED VOTERS(COMPARED TO 65 PERCENT IN 1970). 

2. WITH THE VARIOUS PARTIES BEING THE ONLY SOURCES OP INPOR- 
MATION THUS PAR, THE PRI IS CLAIMING VICTORIES IN ALL 194 

AND ALL 64 CONGRESSIONAL AND SENATORIAL RACES, RESPECTIVELY. 
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THE PARM (AUTHENTIC PARTY OF THE REVOLUTION) IS CLAIMING 
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9 VICTORIES(PRI SOURCES ADMIT THAT THE RACE IN NUEVO LAREDO, 

WHICH FARM WON IN 1973, IS "VERY CLOSE"), THE PAN THUS FAR 
IS CLAIMING VICTORY ONLY IN PUEBLA'S SIXTH DISTRICT (PAN 
WON FOUR SEATS OUTRIGHT IN 1973, NONE IN 1970), AND THE PPS 
(POPULAR SOCIALIST PARTY) IS NOT YET CLAIMING ANY VICOTORIES 
EXCEPT FOR THE SENATORIAL CANDIDACY OF PPS PRESIDENT CRUICK- 
SHANK, WHO RECEIVED PRI ENDORSEMENT IN OAXACA. 

3. IN THE FEDERAL DISTRICT, WHERE THE PRI AND PAN INVESTED 
MOST OF THEIR RESOURCES, PARTIAL RETURNS SHOW THE PRI GETTING 
ABOUT 65 PERCENT OF THE VALID BALLOTS CAST, THE PAN 25 PERCENT, THE PPS 

5.7 PERCENT AND THE FARM ABOUT 4 PERCENT. RATE OF ABSTENTION, WHICH 
WILL BE A MORE REVEALING STATISTIC, IS NOT YET AVAILABLE. NUMBER 
OF DELIBERATELY ANNULLED BALLOTS LIKEWISE HAS NOT YET BEEN 
PUBLISHED. 

4. PRI AND GOM OFFICIALS ARE EMPHASIZING, ALONG WITH THE 
DEFEAT OF "ABSTENTIONISM ", THE LACK OF 

VIOLENCE DURING ELECTION DAY. ALTHOUGH BOMBS EXPLODED IN 
PRI AND PAN HEADQUARTERS IN GUADALJARA ON JULY 5, ELECTION 
DAY ITSELF APPARENTLY WAS PEACEFUL THROUGHOUT THE NATION. 

MEXICAN SECURITY FORCES HAD ANTICIPATED SOME TERRORISTS ACTS 
AND HAD TAKEN STRINGENT SECURITY PRECAUTIONS. 

5. COMMENT: SINCE RETURNS THUS FAR ARE ONLY PARTIAL RESULTS, 

BECAUSE POLITICAL PARTIES THEMSELVES ARE THUS FAR THE ONLY 
SOURCES OF THESE RETURNS, AND THIRDLY BECAUSE OFFICIAL RESULTS 
THEMSELVES, WHEN AVAILABLE, WILL BE ONLY SLIGHTLY MORE RF.I.IA- 
ABLE THAN PARTY FIGURES, JUST WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THESE 
ELECTIONS IS DIFFICULT TO SAY. A TENTATIVE CONCLUSION IS 

THAT LOPEZ PORTILLO HAS BEEN AN ATTRACTIVE CANDIDATE AND 
THAT HE HAS GOTTEN A GOOD RESPONSE TO HIS APPEAL FOR A 
"MANDATE " TO GOVERN. IT WOULD ALSO APPEAR, PENDING FURTHER 
INFORMATION, THAT INTERNAL DIVISONS WITHIN THE PAN HAVE 
CAUSED IT TO SLIP IN THE FEDERAL DISTRICT, WHERE IT DID 
WELL IN 1973 (ABOUT 43 PERCENT). IF THE FARM DOES WIN SEVERAL 
SEATS, IT MAY BECAUSE DISAFFECTED ELEMENTS WITHIN THE 
PRI URGED VOTER SUPPORT FOR FARM CANDIDATES. FOR EXAMPLE, 

ACCORDING TO A CONFIDENTIAL DAO SOURCE, THE NEW LEADERSHIP 
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OF THE TELEPHONE WORKERS' UNION MOBILIZED SUPPORT AGAINST 
THE PRI CANDIDATE IN GUERRERO'S SIXTH DISTRICT, SALUSTIO 
SALCEDO GUZMAN, WHO LOST HIS LEADERSHIP OF THAT UNION IN THE 
SPECIAL REFERENDUM HELD IN LATE APRIL. 

JOVA 
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